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				How 3 Couples Are Living Out Unique Retirement Dreams
	

		
		When most couples contemplate retirement years, they might think of a fully-paid mortgage, endless sunny days of golf and fishing, … 

Continue reading “How 3 Couples Are Living Out Unique Retirement Dreams” →
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				Manhattan Apartment Mover Gives Best Treehouse Organization Tips
	

		
		The challenge of living in a tiny home treehouse is achieving organizational functionality. Finding a way to make every single item in your house earn its keep while maintaining elegance and style often means most of the elements have to perform double duties. It is, therefore, important not to let the little available space go to waste.

As you organize your treehouse, use the tips we’ve gathered from this mover New York residents are all vying for. Cheap Movers NYC is full service moving company based in the Big Apple that helps customers move, unpack, and organize the notoriously small apartments that typify New York real estate. Their tips for getting organized apply to just about any tiny home, from a Manhattan studio to a small perch in the treetops. As you set about organizing your treehouse, here are some tips and tricks you can apply to your space:

1. Dressers and Chests

Most treehouses do not feature separate foyers, meaning you should figure out how to efficiently create one by simply using a piece of furniture. Incorporating a small chest or dresser as you enter the door not only provides a little definition to the entry, but also offers an attractive storage space for shoes, hats, and bags.

2. Built-ins

In small houses, built-ins make a huge difference in the overall feel. Free standing furniture usually appears cluttered and often does not make efficient use of the available space. Tucking in a banquette or inbuilt, wherever possible, helps to maximize the available space while also providing an attractive storage space. Installing glass doors on a built-in ensures the visual space stays more open while also offering organizational options. Additionally, built-in bookshelves are a creative and aesthetically pleasing way to add more functionality to the walls of your tree home.

3. Cabinets

Tiny awkward cabinets often end up a jumbled mess. Instead of being limited or frustrated by the diminutive size of such cabinets, find appropriately sized and attractive containers to organize your items in, making the available space cute and useful. When a cabinet is beautiful on the inside, it is easier to maintain.

Hanging over-the-door organizers or clear shoe storage racks at the back of doors also helps you to make the most of the small unused cabinet door or wall by gathering the small items that might easily get lost or be hard to find, especially in larger spaces.

You might have limited cabinet space in the small kitchen of your tiny house, if so, use freestanding cabinetry for the extra dishes. If applicable, you could also create a pantry under your staircase for extra storage space or even a home office. By simply removing the door and turning the small awkward space into an attractive little nook next to your kitchen, you could put such space to dual use by enlarging your usable kitchen space. You could even use this space to store your microwave. Additionally, you can create a pantry inside any closet or cabinet in the hall or a room featuring a dresser next to your kitchen area.

4. Multi-Use Furniture

One of the best ways to maximize storage in your treehouse is by using furniture that serves a dual purpose. Transform window seats into storage for pillows and linens, invest in ottomans that have room to store your DVD collection, and even consider using a trunk for a coffee table. You’ll find you can inconspicuously hide lots of extra items in these pieces of functional furniture.

As these NYC movers can attest, creating an attractive and dedicated storage space for every single use in your home, regardless of how tiny your home or the available space is, helps to organize your treehouse in style.
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				Things to Think About Before You Move Into a Treehouse
	

		
		Many clients come to us inspired by the hit HGTV show, The Treehouse Guys, which features some pretty incredible treehouse builds. While many of the individuals featured on the show build a treehouse as a small weekend retreat, others build a treehouse as their eccentric full-time residence. If you’re one of those who is considering living full-time in a treehouse, there are a few things you should know before you start building:

Make Sure You Can Get Approval

Before even getting plans drawn up for your build, you need to okay the idea with a few people first. Building codes and permits vary by state and even by town, so you’ll need to check with your local municipality to find out what’s needed. Also be aware if you’re trying to build your treehouse in the middle of a subdivision, that the homeowner’s association may not be fond of that idea. Popular Mechanics also recommends checking with your insurance agent to make sure the treehouse will fall under a traditional homeowner’s policy.

It May Be More Expensive Than You Think

Star of Animal Planet’s Treehouse Master series, Pete Nelson, indicates that the basic treehouse can cost between $65K-85K, with an additional $20K to run electric and plumbing. So, if you were envisioning something cheap like that tree fort your dad spent $100 building for you in elementary school, you can think again. Most of our treehouses start within this range and can scale up considerably depending on a client’s needs and wishes. Treehouses can get every bit as elaborate as a traditionally home, and since it requires a lot of custom work, the bills can pile up quickly. Also consider make sure you consider the cost of purchasing land into the equation.

It Moves!

In an interview with Outside Online, famed treehouse inhabitant Foster Huntington likened living in his treehouse to living in a sailboat, because it “sways in the wind like a boat in the sea”. Huntington built a small treehouse compound: a lower house connected by suspension bridge to a large abode a lofty 40-feet off the ground. If you get motion sickness, building a house that high may not be for you. If it rocks in the wind, imagine what happens when a big storm rolls through.

Not for the Acrophobic

If you’re like a cat when it comes to climbing trees, aka too scared to climb down, then owning and residing in a treehouse may not be the life for you. After all, you’ll have to navigate the climb up and down from your treehouse on a daily basis. However, before giving up on your treehouse dreams, make sure discuss all the design options, because there’s usually a way around scary ladders and wobbling suspension bridges.

Surprisingly, You Can Have Electricity and Running Water

The modern, livable treehouse with all of the bells-and-whistles can have both electricity and running water. That means you won’t have to leave you treehouse at mealtime or for a bathroom break like you did when you were a kid. Many high-end treehouses we build these days look much like a standard home inside, replete with granite countertops in the kitchen and all the latest bathroom finish out.

Be Ready to Live in Close Quarters

The average treehouse home we build is approximately 250 square feet, with the largest being about 500 square feet. For comparison’s sake, consider that according to Imperial Moving and Storage, the leader in affordable NYC moving companies, the average Manhattan studio apartment is 550 square feet. Manhattan is notorious for its microscopic living spaces, so just imagine living in something smaller than an NYC postage stamp. As you can imagine, a 250 square doesn’t leave much room for privacy and certainly doesn’t lend itself to having multiple separate living spaces. Most of our floor plans are quite open, featuring a lofted sleeping area or at most one bedroom. If you’re planning on living in a treehouse as a family, make sure you’re prepared to be extra close all the time. Living in a treehouse isn’t always quite as romantic and dreamy as the Swiss family Robinson made it appear.

You’ll Need to be Clean and Organized

During the design phase, we’ll work with you to maximize storage space in your tiny dwelling, but with such tight living quarters, it’s advisable to get rid of most of your extra stuff before moving day. Think through your organization through before you start unpacking to make sure you’ll have a logical place for everything. And be prepared to always keep things clean and tidy to make your small space feel as large as possible. For additional tiny house tips go here.
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				7 Additions to Make Your Tree House Even More Fun
	

		
		Kids today spend more than 7 hours per day in front of some type of screen, be it computer, TV … 

Continue reading “7 Additions to Make Your Tree House Even More Fun” →
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				Building a Tree House With Your Kids
	

		
		Every kid dreams of having their own tree house and if you’re fortunate enough to have the space and trees … 

Continue reading “Building a Tree House With Your Kids” →
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